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equal right of military preparation, and to the Italian demand
for a naval strength equal to that of France.
It is the third Article that calls for the attention of Japan.
It appears to imply that an attempt to give effect to the
second Article will be made at the next Conference on
Reduction of Armament. Should that Conference fail and
the restrictions on German and Italian armaments not be
removed, the four Powers will consult together and en-
deavour to find some suitable form of compensation. As
things are at present, it would appear that nothing could
be done for Germany except to hand over to her the Pacific
Islands after taking them from Japan, and nothing for
Italy except at the expense of Russia. For this very reason
Russia has shown considerable resentment of the Rome
agreement, in which she sees the four Powers arrayed against
herself* The only country that has said nothing is Japan,
as becomes a great nation.
To sum up, there is trouble in store for Japan over her
Pacific Mandates. America wants them returned, and
England will probably try to have them returned in order
to pacify Germany. Here again is a reason why Japan should
pay the closest attention to what England is doing.
War with England or with America ?
As has already been pointed out, there are many cogent
reasons for supposing that at the next Pacific Conference
England will stir up the other Powers, and particularly
America, to coerce Japan. It may be that England, with her
habitual cunning, will let America appear as the ring-
leader. But if for one reason or another America is back-
ward in coming forward, England will throw off the mask
and stand forth herself, just as she did when Japan left the
League of Nations.
For reasons such as these, and because, in all probability,
America would rather be friends with England than with
Japan, one can imagine that a war arising out of the break-
up of the next Pacific Conference would be either between
Japan and America, with England intervening at a later
date on the American side, or between Japan and England,
with America intervening at a later date on the British
side.
The English might come into an American-Japanese war